
11/1/2018 What is the difference between the effects of witchhazel, salicylic acid, and acetasalicylic acid on the face? - ingrown hairs | Ask MetaFilter

https://ask.metafilter.com/208872/What-is-the-difference-between-the-effects-of-witchhazel-salicylic-acid-and-acetasalicylic-acid-on-the-face 1/5

 
 

 
 

What is the difference between the effects of witchhazel,
salicylic acid, and acetasalicylic acid on the face? 
February 22, 2012     7:28 PM Subscribe

What is the di�erence between the e�ects of witchhazel, salicylic acid, and acetasalicylic acid on the face? 

 
I ask specifically in relation to ingrown hairs

1 Reduce Inflamed Scaly Patches - Easy Home Remedies
Expert Dr. Levin shares how this simple vitamin can reduce scaly patches. sharecare.com

2 5 Best Dark Spot Creams
Check Out 2018's Top 5 Dark Spot Creams And Ingredients You Should Look For. smarter-reviews.com

  I went to the Cosmetics Cop website for straight definitions: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
There were a few  about ingrown hair, too. 

Acetylsalicylic acid

Salicylic acid

Witch hazel

articles
posted by  at  on February 22, 2012 [ ]hms71 8:06 PM 1 favorite

Salicylic acid and acetylsalicylic acid are similar molecularly so there is said to be some overlap in
function/properties.  
 
Salicylic acid is mainly used as a chemical exfoliant, but it's said to have faint topical painkilling and
anti-inflammatory properties.  
 
Acetylsalicylic acid (aspirin) is mainly used as a painkiller and anti-inflammatory, but it's said to have
some exfoliating properties. 

posted by  at  on February 22, 2012needs more cowbell 8:43 PM

posted by  to  (5 answers total) denverco Health & Fitness 8 users marked this as a favorite

Big ! You !community funding update can help
 Menu Search… Ask MetaFilter

http://ask.metafilter.com/208872/What-is-the-difference-between-the-effects-of-witchhazel-salicylic-acid-and-acetasalicylic-acid-on-the-face/rss
http://ask.metafilter.com/208872/What-is-the-difference-between-the-effects-of-witchhazel-salicylic-acid-and-acetasalicylic-acid-on-the-face/rss
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C7n-WVsHbW4zRLuvJxgKz6KnoDKuxsoVU4KvPsuwF3dkeEAEgo5T8ASgCYMnGp4zQpOQPoAHTl8r6A8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBKcCT9B5UZCHpPjC7JLf_hg0vmzma9ctzC5Z-wo-LNp7RKE4DAIamrd7zrBm7VSpx_le_EPzMc2VljqCo4yMPzkxt-RXrChozkyRwKJHjtWjq9KpuQFa7iL5FUn4p0U6w4OvI_NPLKiGbtVpNO6DvV78zQm6q_TprErpufyAgu-AEItSS2QjQgQ-0bCgjUdU7P6v3xa413tP6aq7aeP3_d0b6lYJhidhbf8-aYAEpyVpu8K8Z9IlCGxQKJlnYumE3bL6FYLymCp7mq-Wzkw87xK7BvC1YFZURWhaWiSN4oDcZsUPUIgau7emzxdeAO-QxPYgdA9gGxFGifxPhNV0sWb_bvDwcMjwlBeo4hiYJ2x13tk6XWft3GuZLZjnHj16Wi6aPLZe9tNQuqAGUYAHlei1BagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB6gGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4bqAeaBtgHAdIIBwiAARABGAKxCYGnjKMZ2FspgAoB2BMK&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoCrz-OgFmDVc7tuzlcb8e4Q&sig=AOD64_2ChXLotNHq5Jr126pn3T2Ufn0qnw&client=ca-pub-8621957794194569&adurl=https://www.sharecare.com/video/health-topics-a-z/plaque-psoriasis/what-vitamins-and-supplements-help-with-psoriasis%3Fcbr%3DGGLE1500579
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C7n-WVsHbW4zRLuvJxgKz6KnoDKuxsoVU4KvPsuwF3dkeEAEgo5T8ASgCYMnGp4zQpOQPoAHTl8r6A8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBKcCT9B5UZCHpPjC7JLf_hg0vmzma9ctzC5Z-wo-LNp7RKE4DAIamrd7zrBm7VSpx_le_EPzMc2VljqCo4yMPzkxt-RXrChozkyRwKJHjtWjq9KpuQFa7iL5FUn4p0U6w4OvI_NPLKiGbtVpNO6DvV78zQm6q_TprErpufyAgu-AEItSS2QjQgQ-0bCgjUdU7P6v3xa413tP6aq7aeP3_d0b6lYJhidhbf8-aYAEpyVpu8K8Z9IlCGxQKJlnYumE3bL6FYLymCp7mq-Wzkw87xK7BvC1YFZURWhaWiSN4oDcZsUPUIgau7emzxdeAO-QxPYgdA9gGxFGifxPhNV0sWb_bvDwcMjwlBeo4hiYJ2x13tk6XWft3GuZLZjnHj16Wi6aPLZe9tNQuqAGUYAHlei1BagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB6gGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4bqAeaBtgHAdIIBwiAARABGAKxCYGnjKMZ2FspgAoB2BMK&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoCrz-OgFmDVc7tuzlcb8e4Q&sig=AOD64_2ChXLotNHq5Jr126pn3T2Ufn0qnw&client=ca-pub-8621957794194569&adurl=https://www.sharecare.com/video/health-topics-a-z/plaque-psoriasis/what-vitamins-and-supplements-help-with-psoriasis%3Fcbr%3DGGLE1500579
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C7n-WVsHbW4zRLuvJxgKz6KnoDKuxsoVU4KvPsuwF3dkeEAEgo5T8ASgCYMnGp4zQpOQPoAHTl8r6A8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBKcCT9B5UZCHpPjC7JLf_hg0vmzma9ctzC5Z-wo-LNp7RKE4DAIamrd7zrBm7VSpx_le_EPzMc2VljqCo4yMPzkxt-RXrChozkyRwKJHjtWjq9KpuQFa7iL5FUn4p0U6w4OvI_NPLKiGbtVpNO6DvV78zQm6q_TprErpufyAgu-AEItSS2QjQgQ-0bCgjUdU7P6v3xa413tP6aq7aeP3_d0b6lYJhidhbf8-aYAEpyVpu8K8Z9IlCGxQKJlnYumE3bL6FYLymCp7mq-Wzkw87xK7BvC1YFZURWhaWiSN4oDcZsUPUIgau7emzxdeAO-QxPYgdA9gGxFGifxPhNV0sWb_bvDwcMjwlBeo4hiYJ2x13tk6XWft3GuZLZjnHj16Wi6aPLZe9tNQuqAGUYAHlei1BagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB6gGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4bqAeaBtgHAdIIBwiAARABGAKxCYGnjKMZ2FspgAoB2BMK&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoCrz-OgFmDVc7tuzlcb8e4Q&sig=AOD64_2ChXLotNHq5Jr126pn3T2Ufn0qnw&client=ca-pub-8621957794194569&adurl=https://www.sharecare.com/video/health-topics-a-z/plaque-psoriasis/what-vitamins-and-supplements-help-with-psoriasis%3Fcbr%3DGGLE1500579
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C7n-WVsHbW4zRLuvJxgKz6KnoDKuxsoVU4KvPsuwF3dkeEAEgo5T8ASgCYMnGp4zQpOQPoAHTl8r6A8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBKcCT9B5UZCHpPjC7JLf_hg0vmzma9ctzC5Z-wo-LNp7RKE4DAIamrd7zrBm7VSpx_le_EPzMc2VljqCo4yMPzkxt-RXrChozkyRwKJHjtWjq9KpuQFa7iL5FUn4p0U6w4OvI_NPLKiGbtVpNO6DvV78zQm6q_TprErpufyAgu-AEItSS2QjQgQ-0bCgjUdU7P6v3xa413tP6aq7aeP3_d0b6lYJhidhbf8-aYAEpyVpu8K8Z9IlCGxQKJlnYumE3bL6FYLymCp7mq-Wzkw87xK7BvC1YFZURWhaWiSN4oDcZsUPUIgau7emzxdeAO-QxPYgdA9gGxFGifxPhNV0sWb_bvDwcMjwlBeo4hiYJ2x13tk6XWft3GuZLZjnHj16Wi6aPLZe9tNQuqAGUYAHlei1BagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB6gGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4bqAeaBtgHAdIIBwiAARABGAKxCYGnjKMZ2FspgAoB2BMK&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoCrz-OgFmDVc7tuzlcb8e4Q&sig=AOD64_2ChXLotNHq5Jr126pn3T2Ufn0qnw&client=ca-pub-8621957794194569&adurl=https://www.sharecare.com/video/health-topics-a-z/plaque-psoriasis/what-vitamins-and-supplements-help-with-psoriasis%3Fcbr%3DGGLE1500579
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CUbQOVsHbW4zRLuvJxgKz6KnoDP-nn55RlaaQvvMGm_2gk5YMEAIgo5T8ASgCYMnGp4zQpOQPoAHutpK-A8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBKoCT9AZW7SHp_jC7JLf_hg0vmzma9ctzC5Z-wo-LNp7RKE4DAIamrd7zrBm7VSpx_le_EPzMc2VljqCo4yMPzkxt-RXrChozkyRwKJHjtWjq9KpuQFa7iL5FUn4p0U6w4OvI_NPLKiGbtVpNO6DvV78zQm6q_TprErpufyAgu-AEItSS2QjQgQ-0bCgjUdU7P6v3xa413tP6aq7aeP3_d0b6lYJhidhbf8-aYAEpyVpu8K8Z9IlCGxQKJlnYuGEUNkXpY5PUcGQPSp7Jclk7xIN4wZdbeJXBdxZmtGOYnXfZrAUUP0B-0Kjj-JbABqTxAMjdOpjG_RFiQlMhiB3s5P8bgXzcD3zlOKr4u2bJ5l23iw5XZLu3J-aLXnh8wGX1gwhfntWtgtY-MBSEoAH-sjtQagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB6gGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4bqAeaBtgHAdIIBwiAARABGAKxCXWI1Sc4sKdYgAoB2BMM&num=2&cid=CAASEuRoCrz-OgFmDVc7tuzlcb8e4Q&sig=AOD64_0wUDbnHln7rMTVLckz9t6PGu4MUA&client=ca-pub-8621957794194569&adurl=https://smarter-reviews.com/lp/sr-spotcorrect%3Ftr%3D6X0pP
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CUbQOVsHbW4zRLuvJxgKz6KnoDP-nn55RlaaQvvMGm_2gk5YMEAIgo5T8ASgCYMnGp4zQpOQPoAHutpK-A8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBKoCT9AZW7SHp_jC7JLf_hg0vmzma9ctzC5Z-wo-LNp7RKE4DAIamrd7zrBm7VSpx_le_EPzMc2VljqCo4yMPzkxt-RXrChozkyRwKJHjtWjq9KpuQFa7iL5FUn4p0U6w4OvI_NPLKiGbtVpNO6DvV78zQm6q_TprErpufyAgu-AEItSS2QjQgQ-0bCgjUdU7P6v3xa413tP6aq7aeP3_d0b6lYJhidhbf8-aYAEpyVpu8K8Z9IlCGxQKJlnYuGEUNkXpY5PUcGQPSp7Jclk7xIN4wZdbeJXBdxZmtGOYnXfZrAUUP0B-0Kjj-JbABqTxAMjdOpjG_RFiQlMhiB3s5P8bgXzcD3zlOKr4u2bJ5l23iw5XZLu3J-aLXnh8wGX1gwhfntWtgtY-MBSEoAH-sjtQagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB6gGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4bqAeaBtgHAdIIBwiAARABGAKxCXWI1Sc4sKdYgAoB2BMM&num=2&cid=CAASEuRoCrz-OgFmDVc7tuzlcb8e4Q&sig=AOD64_0wUDbnHln7rMTVLckz9t6PGu4MUA&client=ca-pub-8621957794194569&adurl=https://smarter-reviews.com/lp/sr-spotcorrect%3Ftr%3D6X0pP
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CUbQOVsHbW4zRLuvJxgKz6KnoDP-nn55RlaaQvvMGm_2gk5YMEAIgo5T8ASgCYMnGp4zQpOQPoAHutpK-A8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBKoCT9AZW7SHp_jC7JLf_hg0vmzma9ctzC5Z-wo-LNp7RKE4DAIamrd7zrBm7VSpx_le_EPzMc2VljqCo4yMPzkxt-RXrChozkyRwKJHjtWjq9KpuQFa7iL5FUn4p0U6w4OvI_NPLKiGbtVpNO6DvV78zQm6q_TprErpufyAgu-AEItSS2QjQgQ-0bCgjUdU7P6v3xa413tP6aq7aeP3_d0b6lYJhidhbf8-aYAEpyVpu8K8Z9IlCGxQKJlnYuGEUNkXpY5PUcGQPSp7Jclk7xIN4wZdbeJXBdxZmtGOYnXfZrAUUP0B-0Kjj-JbABqTxAMjdOpjG_RFiQlMhiB3s5P8bgXzcD3zlOKr4u2bJ5l23iw5XZLu3J-aLXnh8wGX1gwhfntWtgtY-MBSEoAH-sjtQagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB6gGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4bqAeaBtgHAdIIBwiAARABGAKxCXWI1Sc4sKdYgAoB2BMM&num=2&cid=CAASEuRoCrz-OgFmDVc7tuzlcb8e4Q&sig=AOD64_0wUDbnHln7rMTVLckz9t6PGu4MUA&client=ca-pub-8621957794194569&adurl=https://smarter-reviews.com/lp/sr-spotcorrect%3Ftr%3D6X0pP
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CUbQOVsHbW4zRLuvJxgKz6KnoDP-nn55RlaaQvvMGm_2gk5YMEAIgo5T8ASgCYMnGp4zQpOQPoAHutpK-A8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBKoCT9AZW7SHp_jC7JLf_hg0vmzma9ctzC5Z-wo-LNp7RKE4DAIamrd7zrBm7VSpx_le_EPzMc2VljqCo4yMPzkxt-RXrChozkyRwKJHjtWjq9KpuQFa7iL5FUn4p0U6w4OvI_NPLKiGbtVpNO6DvV78zQm6q_TprErpufyAgu-AEItSS2QjQgQ-0bCgjUdU7P6v3xa413tP6aq7aeP3_d0b6lYJhidhbf8-aYAEpyVpu8K8Z9IlCGxQKJlnYuGEUNkXpY5PUcGQPSp7Jclk7xIN4wZdbeJXBdxZmtGOYnXfZrAUUP0B-0Kjj-JbABqTxAMjdOpjG_RFiQlMhiB3s5P8bgXzcD3zlOKr4u2bJ5l23iw5XZLu3J-aLXnh8wGX1gwhfntWtgtY-MBSEoAH-sjtQagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB6gGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4bqAeaBtgHAdIIBwiAARABGAKxCXWI1Sc4sKdYgAoB2BMM&num=2&cid=CAASEuRoCrz-OgFmDVc7tuzlcb8e4Q&sig=AOD64_0wUDbnHln7rMTVLckz9t6PGu4MUA&client=ca-pub-8621957794194569&adurl=https://smarter-reviews.com/lp/sr-spotcorrect%3Ftr%3D6X0pP
http://www.cosmeticscop.com/cosmetic-ingredient-dictionary/definition/21/acetylsalicylic-acid.aspx
http://www.cosmeticscop.com/cosmetic-ingredient-dictionary/definition/1304/salicylic-acid.aspx
http://www.cosmeticscop.com/cosmetic-ingredient-dictionary/definition/1602/witch-hazel.aspx
http://skincare.paulaschoice.com/search?p=Q&lbc=paulaschoice&uid=693678837&ts=customv2&w=ingrown%20hair&method=and&view=list&modaf=daf:1&modfilter=r:itemtype:content
https://www.metafilter.com/user/119089
https://ask.metafilter.com/favorited/4/3012514
https://www.metafilter.com/user/27529
https://www.metafilter.com/user/140072
https://ask.metafilter.com/health-fitness
https://ask.metafilter.com/favorited/3/208872
https://metatalk.metafilter.com/24834/MetaFilter-revenue-update-holy-cow-yall
https://login.metafilter.com/funding.mefi
https://ask.metafilter.com/


11/1/2018 What is the difference between the effects of witchhazel, salicylic acid, and acetasalicylic acid on the face? - ingrown hairs | Ask MetaFilter

https://ask.metafilter.com/208872/What-is-the-difference-between-the-effects-of-witchhazel-salicylic-acid-and-acetasalicylic-acid-on-the-face 2/5

Personal experience: 
 
Witchhazel - astringent, drying, pore closing. Smells pretty bad. Seemingly incompatible with my
moisturizer. Anti-inflammatory (reduces redness). See below. 
 
Salicylic acid - commercial anti-pimple stu�, promotes dead skin sloughing, opening clogged pores. A
bit expensive to use to fight ingrowns, but for men's facial shaving... it's not unreasonable and can
prevent ingrowns for people who are prone for them. I know people with whom this helps (mostly
men with very curly facial hair or who had recently started shaving with a razor, as opposed to an
electric). 
 
Acetylsalicylic acid - asprin. See below. 
 
-- 
 
I was recommended a recipe for homemade "Tend Skin:" 
 
solution 1: 
18 tablets uncoated aspirin, crushed in 5 oz. rubbing alcohol 
solution 2: 
8 tablets uncoated aspirin, crushed in 2.5 oz. witch hazel 
Combine the two, mix well.  
 
Personally, I've found that if there's cloudy stu�, it'll settle out if le� alone for a day or so, you can
decant the clear top portion to another bottle, otherwise, you might can end up with white-ish-
powdery-ish residue a�er you apply. I use disposable cotton pads from the pharmacy. 125 pads for,
like, a buck. On sale. 
 
You can also use coated asprin; pound the heck out of the asprin tablets in a mortar with a pestle, pick
out the papery bits and/or run it through a kitchen mesh-sieve thinger and pick out the papery bits. I
had a hard time finding un-coated asprin. 
 
ime, helps prevent the redness from shaving of legs, some, but as to actual ingrowns, meh. It's also
kind of e�ective in staving o� body acne. The isopropyl alcohol, in addition to the witchhazel, is rather
drying. There's something in the witchhazel, though, which causes other stu� like moisturizers to not
absorb well. 
 
I've asked a couple of ask.me's about ingrowns and hair removal. Haven't found a homerun solution
for me. Given that, instead, I've started at-home lasering, and am satisfied thus far (2.5 months into
what should take 6+ months; similar timeframe as professional lasering at a fraction of the price) with
the current 2012 version 3 Tria laser system. 
 
-- 
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As for hyperpigmented spots where ingrowns were, see an immediate previous ask.me answer of
mine promoting AHA/glycolic acid. I really think that it helps speed up the rate of depigmentation, and
my recommended source is a lot less expensive than the stu� I've found at the pharmacy. 

posted by  at  on February 22, 2012porpoise 9:28 PM

 
 

 

Witchhazel - astringent, drying, pore closing.

Pores can't open or close.
posted by  at  on February 22, 2012 [ ]Joseph Gurl 10:01 PM 2 favorites

The answer also depends on what sort of witch hazel you're using. The less expensive stu� tends to
have a much higher alcohol content, and is a lot more drying than the more expensive versions with
less alcohol. 

posted by  at  on February 23, 2012Corvid 12:34 PM
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