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Abstract
Female pattern hair loss is a common condition characterized by a diffuse reduction in
hair density over the crown and frontal scalp with retention of the frontal hairline. The
prevalence increases with advancing age. It has been widely thought to be the female
counterpart of male balding and is often referred to as female androgenetic alopecia.
However, the role of androgens is not fully established. Scalp hair loss is undoubtedly a
feature of hyperandrogenism in women but many women with female pattern hair loss
have no other clinical or biochemical evidence of androgen excess. Female pattern hair
loss is probably a multifactorial genetically determined trait and it is possible that both
androgen-dependent and androgen-independent mechanisms contribute to the
phenotype. In managing patients with female pattern hair loss the physician should be
aware that the adverse effects on quality of life can be quite severe and do not
necessarily correlate with the objective degree of hair loss. The treatment options are
currently limited but modest improvements in hair density are achievable in some women.

PMID: 12190638

[Indexed for MEDLINE]

Sign in to NCBI

Format:
Abstract

Send to

1

Author information

Publication types, MeSH terms, Substances

LinkOut - more resources

Full text links

Save items

Add to Favorites

Similar articles

See reviews...

See all...

Review  Hair loss in women.
[Semin Cutan Med Surg. 2009]

Female pattern hair loss, sebum
excretion and the end-organ[Br J Dermatol. 2006]

Review  Hair loss in women:
medical and cosmetic[Br J Dermatol. 2011]

Review  Female pattern hair
loss.dian J Dermatol Venereol Lep...]

Review  Female androgenetic
alopecia: an update.[Australas J Dermatol. 1995]

Cited by 5 PubMed
Central articles

See all...

An Open-Label Evaluator
Blinded Study of the Efficacy[J Clin Aesthet Dermatol. 2017]

Age, Health and Attractiveness
Perception of Virtual (Rendered)[Front Psychol. 2016]

Review  Female pattern
alopecia: current perspectives.[Int J Womens Health. 2013]

Related information
Cited in systematic reviews

MedGen

OMIM (calculated)

Search

Advanced

US National  Library of Medicine
National  Institutes of Health

PubMed

Help

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/static/header_footer_ajax/submenu/#resources
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/static/header_footer_ajax/submenu/#resources
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/static/header_footer_ajax/submenu/#howto
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/static/header_footer_ajax/submenu/#howto
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Birch%20MP%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=12190638
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Lalla%20SC%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=12190638
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Messenger%20AG%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=12190638
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/resolve/openurl?genre=article&sid=nlm:pubmed&issn=0307-6938&date=2002&volume=27&issue=5&spage=383
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/account/?back_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2Fpubmed%2F12190638
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/collections/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/collections/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/collections/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?linkname=pubmed_pubmed_reviews&from_uid=12190638
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?linkname=pubmed_pubmed&from_uid=12190638
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19341939
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19341939
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16403099
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16403099
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22171680
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22171680
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22171680
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23974580
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23974580
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23974580
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/7646389
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/7646389
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/7646389
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?linkname=pubmed_pubmed_citedin&from_uid=12190638
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28367262
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28367262
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28066276
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28066276
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24039457
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24039457
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24039457
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?LinkName=pubmed_pubmed_pmh_cited&from_uid=12190638
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/medgen?LinkName=pubmed_medgen&from_uid=12190638
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/omim?LinkName=pubmed_omim_calculated&from_uid=12190638
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/advanced
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.nih.gov/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK3827/


Female pattern hair loss. - PubMed - NCBI

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12190638[8/28/2018 10:23:43 PM]

National Center for Biotechnology Information, U.S. National Library of Medicine
8600 Rockville Pike, Bethesda MD, 20894 USA
Policies and Guidelines | Contact

GETTING STARTED
NCBI Education

NCBI Help Manual

NCBI Handbook

Training & Tutorials

Submit Data

RESOURCES
Chemicals & Bioassays

Data & Software

DNA & RNA

Domains & Structures

Genes & Expression

Genetics & Medicine

Genomes & Maps

Homology

Literature

Proteins

Sequence Analysis

Taxonomy

Variation

POPULAR
PubMed

Bookshelf

PubMed Central

PubMed Health

BLAST

Nucleotide

Genome

SNP

Gene

Protein

PubChem

FEATURED
Genetic Testing Registry

PubMed Health

GenBank

Reference Sequences

Gene Expression Omnibus

Genome Data Viewer

Human Genome

Mouse Genome

Influenza Virus

Primer-BLAST

Sequence Read Archive

NCBI INFORMATION
About NCBI

Research at NCBI

NCBI News & Blog

NCBI FTP Site

NCBI on Facebook

NCBI on Twitter

NCBI on YouTube

Privacy Policy

PubChem Compound (MeSH
Keyword)

Cited in PMC

Recent Activity

See more...

ClearTurn Off

Female pattern hair loss.
PubMed

Characteristic features of
Japanese women's hairPubMed

Improvement of
androgenetic alopecia withPubMed

The topical penta-peptide
Gly-Pro-Ile-Gly-Ser PubMed

hair loss and proline (28)
PubMed

You are here: NCBI > Literature > PubMed Support Center

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/home/about/policies.shtml
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/home/about/contact.shtml
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/home/learn.shtml
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK3831/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK143764/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/home/learn.shtml
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/home/submit.shtml
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/guide/chemicals-bioassays/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/guide/data-software/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/guide/dna-rna/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/guide/domains-structures/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/guide/genes-expression/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/guide/genetics-medicine/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/guide/genomes-maps/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/guide/homology/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/guide/literature/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/guide/proteins/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/guide/sequence-analysis/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/guide/taxonomy/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/guide/variation/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmedhealth/
https://blast.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Blast.cgi
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nucleotide/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/genome/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/snp/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/gene/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/protein/
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/gtr/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmedhealth/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/genbank/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/refseq/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/geo/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/genome/gdv/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/genome/guide/human/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/genome/guide/mouse/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/genomes/FLU/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/tools/primer-blast/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Traces/sra/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/home/about/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/research/
https://ncbiinsights.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
ftp://ftp.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/ncbi.nlm
https://twitter.com/ncbi
https://www.youtube.com/ncbinlm
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/privacy.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.nih.gov/
https://www.hhs.gov/
https://www.usa.gov/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pccompound?LinkName=pubmed_pccompound_mesh&from_uid=12190638
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pccompound?LinkName=pubmed_pccompound_mesh&from_uid=12190638
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/pmid/12190638/citedby/?tool=pubmed
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/myncbi/recentactivity
javascript:historyDisplayState('ClearHT')
javascript:historyDisplayState('HTOff')
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/portal/utils/pageresolver.fcgi?recordid=5b86035b39a66eb3101b25ea
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/portal/utils/pageresolver.fcgi?recordid=5b86033ddd21420fe36f3369
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/portal/utils/pageresolver.fcgi?recordid=5b86033ddd21420fe36f3369
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/portal/utils/pageresolver.fcgi?recordid=5b86030a39a66eb3100af6e0
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/portal/utils/pageresolver.fcgi?recordid=5b86030a39a66eb3100af6e0
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/portal/utils/pageresolver.fcgi?recordid=5b8602dedde089466937855f
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/portal/utils/pageresolver.fcgi?recordid=5b8602dedde089466937855f
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/portal/utils/pageresolver.fcgi?recordid=5b8602b475f66dd394358aa8
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/portal/utils/pageresolver.fcgi?recordid=5b8602b475f66dd394358aa8
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/guide/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/guide/literature/
https://support.nlm.nih.gov/knowledgebase/category/?Time=2018-08-28T22:22:19-04:00&Snapshot=%2Fprojects%2Fentrez%2Fpubmed%2FPubMedGroup@1.136&Host=portal102&ncbi_phid=CE894DA7B86033B100000000001A0011&ncbi_session=CE8E0D5EB2019E91_0241SID&from=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2Fpubmed%2F12190638&category=pubmed&deptID=28054&id=CAT-01232&db=pubmed&Ncbi_App=entrez&Page=abstract&style=classic&report=abstract&querykey=20&query=1%20selected%20item:%2012190638;%20Page%20number:%201;%20Page%20size:%2020&pmid=12190638

	nih.gov
	Female pattern hair loss. - PubMed - NCBI


	loLmdvdi9wdWJtZWQvMTIxOTA2MzgA: 
	EntrezForm: 
	button0: 
	button0_(1): 
	button0_(1)_(2): 
	term: 
	button2: 
	select1: [pubmed]




