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Ursodiol (Actigall)
Basics, Side Effects, Reviews & More

FREE GoodRx coupons
As low as $40.99 for this drug

The capsule form of ursodiol (Actigall) is used to dissolve gallstones in people who
cannot have or do not want gallbladder surgery and to prevent gallstones from forming
in overweight people undergoing rapid weight loss. The tablet form of ursodiol (Actigall)
is used to treat a certain type of liver disease called primary biliary cirrhosis.

COMMON BRANDS

Actigall, Urso 250, Urso Forte

DRUG CLASS

Bile acid

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE CLASSIFICATION

Not a controlled medication

GENERIC STATUS

https://www.goodrx.com/ursodiol?dosage=300mg&form=capsule&label_override=ursodiol&quantity=60&sort_type=popularity
https://www.goodrx.com/ursodiol?dosage=300mg&form=capsule&label_override=ursodiol&quantity=60&sort_type=popularity
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Lower-cost generic available

AVAILABILITY

Prescription only

Reviewed by:

Sean Moshrefi, PharmD

ThienLy Neal, PharmD

Last reviewed on:
November 22, 2020
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What is ursodiol (Actigall)?

How ursodiol (Actigall) works

Ursodiol (Actigall) is a bile acid that prevents and helps dissolve certain gallstones. It
works to lower the cholesterol content of bile and bile stones by reducing the production
and secretion of cholesterol from the liver and the reabsorption of cholesterol by the
intestines. It also keeps bile flow moving and maintains liver function in people who
have a certain type of liver disease called primary biliary cirrhosis.

What is ursodiol (Actigall) used for?

https://www.linkedin.com/in/smoshrefi/
https://www.goodrx.com/about/thienly-neal
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Dissolve gallstones

Prevention of gallstone formation in overweight people experiencing rapid weight
loss

Liver disease (primary biliary cirrhosis)

Ursodiol (Actigall) dosage forms

Capsule

200mg 300mg 400mg

Typical dosing for ursodiol (Actigall)

Capsules:

Dissolving of gallstones: Dose is based on body weight. Take 8-10 mg/kg/day in
two or three divided doses.

Gallstone prevention: Take 300 mg by mouth twice a day (for a total of 600 mg
per day).

Tablets:

Primary biliary cirrhosis: Dose is based on body weight. Take 13-15 mg/kg/day in
two or four divided doses with food.

Frequently asked questions about ursodiol (Actigall)

Ursodiol (Actigall) is used to dissolve gallstones in people who cannot or do not want
to undergo gallbladder surgery. It is also used to treat people with primary biliary
cirrhosis which is an autoimmune liver disease. Finally, it can be used to prevent
gallstones from forming in overweight people undergoing rapid weight loss.

What is the drug ursodiol (Actigall) used for?

Can ursodiol (Actigall) affect the liver?

https://www.goodrx.com/ursodiol?dosage=200mg&form=capsule&quantity=30
https://www.goodrx.com/ursodiol?dosage=300mg&form=capsule&quantity=60
https://www.goodrx.com/ursodiol?dosage=400mg&form=capsule&quantity=30
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Pros and cons of ursodiol (Actigall)

Pros

It is available as a cheaper, generic form.

Less invasive than gallbladder surgery

Generally safe to use in people who have kidney or liver problems

Studies have not shown that ursodiol (Actigall) causes fertility problems or harm
to an unborn baby. However, you and your provider should always discuss risks
versus benefits before starting any medications.

Cons

Ursodiol (Actigall) does not dissolve all types of gallstones (typically works on
smaller gallstones).

If you are using this medication to dissolve existing gallstones, you may have to
take it up to 3 times a day.

To treat gallstones, you may have to take ursodiol (Actigall) for many months
before your gallstones will dissolve.

While using ursodiol (Actigall), you may need gallbladder ultrasound exams or
frequent blood tests to check your liver function.

How fast does ursodiol (Actigall) work?

Can ursodiol (Actigall) be taken with other medications?

Can ursodiol (Actigall) cause hair loss?
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Pharmacist tips for ursodiol (Actigall)

The scored tablet may be broken in half if needed to provide a specific dose
instructed by your healthcare provider. You can store the other half-tablet at room
temperature for up to 28 days. The half-tablet should be swallowed immediately
with water. Do not chew the half-tablet since it can have a bitter taste.

You should not take ursodiol (Actigall) with any antacids as it may make it harder
for your body to absorb the medication.

If you're allergic to bild acids, be sure to talk to your healthcare provider before
starting ursodiol (Actigall). This medication should not be used if you have an
allergy to bile acids.

To gain the most benefit from this medication, do not miss doses. Keep taking
ursodiol (Actigall) as you have been told by your healthcare provider, even if you
begin to feel better.

If you take cholestyramine or colestipol, you should avoid taking ursodiol
(Actigall) at the same time, because it can lower the effectiveness of ursodiol
(Actigall).

Prices for ursodiol (Actigall) start at just $40.99 with a GoodRx coupon. They’re fast,
easy-to-use and free!

View Coupon Prices

What are the side effects of ursodiol (Actigall)?

With any medication, there are risks and benefits. Even if the medication is working,
you may experience some unwanted side effects.

https://www.goodrx.com/ursodiol?dosage=300mg&form=capsule&label_override=ursodiol&quantity=60&sort_type=popularity
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Contact your doctor immediately if you experience any of the following:

Severe allergic reactions (hives, difficulty breathing, swelling of face, lips, tongue, or
throat)

Jaundice (yellowing of the skin or white part of the eyes)

Dark urine

Clay-colored stools

Severe abdominal pain

The following side effects may get better over time as your body gets used to the
medication. Let your doctor know immediately if you continue to experience
these symptoms or if they worsen over time.

Common side effects

Headache

Dizziness

Diarrhea

Constipation

Upset stomach

Stomach pain

Nausea

Other side effects

Skin rash

Vomiting

Bladder infection

Muscle pain

Cough

Sore throat

Sinus infection

Hair thinning

Source: DailyMed
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What are the risks and warnings for ursodiol (Actigall)?

Ursodiol (Actigall) can cause some serious health issues. This risk may be even higher
for certain groups. If this worries you, talk to your doctor or pharmacist about other
options

Liver function tests

Treatment with ursodiol (Actigall) does not cause liver damage. However, your
healthcare provider will check your liver function prior to starting ursodiol (Actigall) and
during treatment to make sure that your liver is working properly. Let your provider know
if you notice yellowing of the skin or white part of the eyes, dark urine, fatigue, or
stomach pain as these can be signs of a severe liver problem.

Drug interactions

Risk factors: Use of ursodiol (Actigall) with cholestyramine, colestipol, aluminum-
based antacids (like Maalox and Mylanta), estrogens, oral contraceptives, and
some cholesterol-lowering drugs

Bile acid sequestering agents (like cholestyramine and colestipol) and aluminum-based
antacids (like Maalox and Mylanta) can interfere with how well ursodiol (Actigall) works.

The following side effects have also been reported:

Along with its needed effects, a medicine may cause some unwanted effects. Although
not all of these side effects may occur, if they do occur they may need medical
attention.

Check with your doctor immediately if any of the following side effects occur:

More common

Bladder pain
bloody or cloudy urine
difficult, burning, or painful urination

View More

https://www.goodrx.com/pain
https://www.goodrx.com/cystitis
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These drugs can prevent ursodiol (Actigall) from being absorbed by your body.
Moreover, estrogens, oral contraceptives, and potentially other cholesterol-lowering
drugs can counteract the effectiveness of ursodiol (Actigall).

Interactions between ursodiol (Actigall) and other medications

Ursodiol (Actigall) may interact with certain medications or supplements. Always let
your doctor and pharmacist know about any other medications or supplements
(including prescribed and over-the-counter medications, vitamins, and dietary or herbal
supplements) that you are currently taking. The list below does not include all possible
drug interactions with ursodiol (Actigall). Please note that only the generic name of each
medication is listed below.

How much does ursodiol (Actigall) cost?

Ursodiol (Actigall) is available as a generic medication and may be significantly cheaper
compared to the brand version. Unless there is a specific reason you need the brand,
the generic medication will be a better value. For even more savings, use a GoodRx
coupon and pay just a fraction of the retail price.

Lowest GoodRx Price 
Actigall, Urso 250, Urso Forte (brand) 

$574.53

Lowest GoodRx Price 

View More




